
  You may be surprised to learn that the profi tability 

of America’s oil and natural gas industry is far less than 

that of many other major industries. Part of the explanation 

is that it costs billions of dollars to explore for, produce, 

refi ne and distribute our products. U.S. oil and natural 

gas companies have invested nearly $1.2 trillion since 

1996 to ensure you have the reliable supply of energy you 

need to maintain your quality of life today and tomorrow.
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PHARMACEUTICALS 25.5 ¢

Earnings per Dollar of Sales
First 9 Months 2008

COMPUTER PRODUCTS 10.7 ¢

BEVERAGE & TOBACC0 13.1 ¢

FOOD 5.5 ¢

APPAREL & LEATHER 7.3 ¢

OIL & NATURAL GAS 8.3 ¢

FURNITURE 4.9 ¢

ALL MANUFACTURING 7.2 ¢

Sources: Based on company fi lings with the federal government 
as reported by U.S. Census bureau and Oil Daily


